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drought-i esisting cotton, and now utilize a long chain of dry
but fertile lands stretching cast and west right across
European Russia from the borders of Rumania, through
the prairies of flu Ukraine, along the eastern shores of the
sea of Azov, by ths north shores of the Black Sea, and
across the steppes of the northern Caucasus to the delta
of the Volga and the Caspian Sea. Cotton has left its old
haunts, and the snowy blossom fills the dreary steppes with
busy iarrns and the hum of mills. The new area under
cotton is neaily three-quartets as extensive as all the area
under cotton in pre-revolutionary Russia.

Other plants besides cotton possess fibres appropriate for
weaving. Rami, Kendiv, Kenaf, and string bark, all
closely related to the cotton family, produce fibres of great
strength and elasticity and will grow abundantly in Kirg-
hizia, Kazakstan, and the northern Caucasus.

Nor is cotton the only crop which travels to new regions
in the U.S.S.R. Rice is its rival.

Rice has a food value not less than that of wheat. Half
China lives on rice. Japan lives on rice. Yet rice, like
cotton, needs hot and irrigated lands. So at least the
ricc-giowers had always thought.

Soviet scientists, however, never rely on what men had
" always thought ". They make experiments. They made
experiments with rice. They planted rice in the swampy
fields of the far east, where cotton will not grow, and
reaped abundant harvests. They sowed rice in Kazakstan,
on the easrern fahores of the Caspian Sea, and in the Ukraine,
where the climate is warm and the seed can be submerged
for a hundred days after sowing. Again, they reaped
abundant harvests. Growing in daring, they took the
seed far beyond the northward limit that dogmatism had
set as its ultimate bounds. They settled a problem which
had long been academically argued, and settled it by the
same me!hod that Galileo employed to settle the dis-
cussion of the speed at which pound-weights of various
substances would fall, that is, by the aid of an experiment.
To the astonishment and delight of all, it was discovered
that rice can survive frost and will ripen in the region of
Moscow, which lies as far north as Dundee.